Meeting Notes

AIRS XML Vendor Group

February 28th 2006  
Attending: Alex Bilstein (CTK), Chris Dix (Suncoast), Carolyn Keyser (211 Finger Lakes, NYS), Cathy Richie (Suncoast), Doug Zimmerman (Visionlink), Gabe Cate (Bowman Systems), Georgia Sales (211 LA County), Ian Cottingham (Public Policy Center), Joel Aufrecht (211 LA County), Kristen Hallock (Synergy Systems), Liying Jiang (Public Policy Center), Marianne Galleon (211 LA County and Chair, AIRS XML Committee), Nancy Shank (Public Policy Center), Richard White (CTK), Rino Gallipoli (211 Advantage), Teri Perkins (Public Policy Center), Tim Riley (Synergy Systems), Zack (Visionlink), (Clive Jones – notes)
1. Update on Taxonomy development

211 LA County is drawing up a plan to move forward on the creation of the formal XML Schema for the Taxonomy. Information will be sent to all vendors containing more details on the adoption process with the eventual goal of eliminating the ASCII files for downloads/transfers. The aim is to issue version 1.0 to vendors within the next 2 months, and persuade a couple of vendors to test the version for a few months in order to develop version 1.1. The transitional phase-out of the ASCII option will take place over the course of a year – although any feedback from vendors on preferred options would be valued.

2. Katrina XSD
The issue surrounding the continuation of the Katrina XSD remains. During the discussion, there was some support for the concept for allowing for the creation of “virtual agency” records as placeholders, but remaining concerns about the idea of allowing sites without services as this might lead to difficulties during transfers.

Action: Bowman Systems will provide specific documentation providing examples of records that require this configuration and any other relevant background on the requirement. The information should be sent to Marianne, who will, in turn, email it to the vendor listserv for feedback from other vendors.

3. Future Configuration of AIRS XSD Schema
Ian Cottingham, a software architect at the University of Nebraska, has been analyzing the AIRS XSD Schema. Ian has observed that the existing schema combines elements of database structure and database content. Generally, in these type of projects, the emphasis is on the mapping of the structure as this is the element that should be relatively stable and change less frequently. The propensity of the XSD to change involves costly and time-consuming processes for all vendors.

An example of a structural component would be the framing of the Taxonomy elements within a two-letter alphabetical code and up to a 7-digit numerical code. However, the current schema describes all of the specific content elements within the Taxonomy (for example, there was a problem with one vendor’s export because they lacked the specific TI Taxonomy code). Another example would be the fact that “payment sources” is part of the database structure but the 6 or 7 prescribed options for those fields, are part of the database content. 

Ian’s recommendation is to assess the current XSD and establish an AIRS Structural XSD and an AIRS Content XSD. The Structural XSD should very seldom change whereas the Content XSD might prove more fluid. There would be separate validations for Structure and Content. 

During discussions, this idea was welcomed by vendors.

Action: Ian will create a draft of the proposed new Schema for initial presentation to the XML Committee.

       
4. Expression of Interest for AIRS XML validation process 
The EOI document has been posted on the AIRS web site with a deadline for responses of March 31st.

Action: Clive to post the link to the vendor listserv. Vendors may choose to send the information to any third parties that they believe may be interested in the project.

5. Next calls
                                                                                
March 28, 2006 at 11am Central                   Call-In Number:  402-472-6295* 
April 24, 2006 at 11am Central

     Call-In Number:  402-472-6295* 

*If you have trouble connecting with a conference call, please call the Public Policy Center’s front desk, 402-472-5678, and ask them to let us know you can’t connect. If you are the first to connect, please do not hang up, as that will break the bridge for subsequent callers. 

To subscribe to the VENDORS listserv, send email to VENDORS@listserv.unl.edu or contact Teri Perkins at tperkins@nebraska.edu.
