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RESOURCES

2004 AIRS CONFERENCE NOT-TO-BE-MISSED SESSIONS

· FIELD NOTES ABOUT PROCESSES - Resource Database Interoperability: Our Tales And Triumphs Of Working Across Software Products And Agencies To Create Integrated Systems (WHAT PARTNERS AROUND THE NATION ARE DOING TO MAKE INTEROPERABILITY A REALITY!): MONDAY, MAY 3, 3:15 – 4:45 PM, Marriott I-II
Monday, May 3, 2004 (3:15 – 4:45 pm)

· TYLEE SMITH’S TAXONOMY WORKSHOP Taxonomy - Collaborative Customization for a Tri-State Region (LEARN MORE ABOUT ISSUES AND PROCESSES!): WEDNESDAY, MAY 5, 2:15-3:45 PM, Hampton Roads Ballroom.

AIRS INTEROPERABILITY STANDARDS

Latest version of the AIRS-approved xsd (the document that vendors use to guide their database design to incorporate interoperability standards) is available at: http://www.airs.org/pub/pub_library.asp

Since June 2003, the AIRS Data Standards Workgroup has been developing specific standards for ensuring

the quality and consistency of resource databases maintained by information and referral (I&R) services, specifically to facilitate importing, exporting and merging of data. The Workgroup has become a standing committee of the Technology Committee. The Workgroup’s recommendations, membership, and meeting information may be found at: http://www.ppc.nebraska.edu/airsxml.htm

In 2003, the University of Nebraska Public Policy Center, in collaboration with many state and national partners received a 2003 Technology Opportunities Program grant to develop the technology and processes to pilot a statewide, integrated information & referral database that is populated by disparate organizations using a variety of software products. The technology framework, using open source components, will be made available (in total or as a template) to others in the I&R community.

The project website is:

http://www.ne211.nebraska.edu/index.htm

A narrative of the project is available at: http://ntiaotiant2.ntia.doc.gov/top/awards/details.cfm?oeam=316003013
XML

Are you curious about what in the work xml is and why we’re using it to achieve interoperability? There is a very accessible (non-technical!) article about xml on TechSoup:
http://www.techsoup.org/howto/articlepage.cfm?ArticleId=482&topicid=13
Definitive information on XML and XML Schema can be found at the following links.

http://www.w3.org/TR/xmlschema-0/

http://www.w3.org/TR/xmlschema-1/

http://www.w3.org/TR/xmlschema-2/

A comprehensive tutorial is available at: 

http://www.xfront.com/xml-schema.html

XML in the context of AIRS-approved product is an "instance" document corresponding to the schema (XSD) that has been developed.  The tutorial makes clear the distinction between the two and provides very small examples of each in the context of a specific problem. 
Information is available at: http://www.ne211.nebraska.edu/presentations.htm
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